Penn West Conference Annual Gathering & Meeting, 2022
Opening Worship

Welcome: David Ackerman

*Call to Worship:

Leader: We are gathered today by the Spirit of God, seeking to be transformed as a people.
People: We gather as the people of the Penn West Conference, confessing that change isn’t easy.
Leader: We gather after two years of meeting remotely, with some joining us remotely today
and others joining us here in person.

People: We are gathered, celebrating the truth that no matter how we come together, God comes
to us and fills us with the Holy Spirit!

*Opening Hymn: “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” - #293 NCH

Sweet, Sweet Spirit

Doris Akers, 1962; alt.
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Sweet Ho-ly  Spir-it, sweet heav-en-ly  Dove, stay right here
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Invocation:

As we celebrate the opening of the 60" Annual Gathering & Meeting of the Penn West
Conference of the United Church of Christ, we pray that we might feel the presence of your
Spirit moving among us. We are praying that we might be transformed during our time together,
recognizing that we don’t desire change simply for change’s sake. Rather, we pray that you
would change us so that together, we might discern your will, what is good and acceptable and
perfect. We pray in Christ’s name. Amen.

Confession:

We confess, God, that we have not been the church or the Conference that we should be. The
sins of our past come back to haunt us, and our hearts ache when we look back at past wrongs
that we have done. We turn to you today and ask your forgiveness. (Silent confession.) Help us
to turn away from evil and allow your grace to overcome it with good. May we be so inspired by
your Gospel of love that we are moved to confess a living faith in you. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.



Assurance:

God has heard our confession this day, and the message of the Gospel we proclaim is one of
grace, mercy, forgiveness, and love. The message of God’s love for us is genuine and real, and
God calls us to embrace that good news this day, that we may serve God as a people who are
ardent in spirit, rejoicing in hope, patient in suffering, persevering in prayer, generous toward
others, and hospitable to all. May it be so. Amen.

Hymn: “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” - #286 NCH

Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness

Um'so.n, brightly James K. Manley, 1978; alt.
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*Reduced-size notes may be played with organ pedals in lieu of or in conibination with the other notes.
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This popular h};mn by songwriter James K. Manley grew out Tune: - SPIRIT Irr,
of a sabbatical leave at the School of Theology at Claremont, James K. Manley, 1978
California. It was first sung at Waiokeola Congregational Arr. The New Century Hymnal, 1993

Church in Honolulu, after which Manley added the fourth
stanza at the suggestion of a church member.

Scripture: Romans 12:1-21
Sermon: “Be Transformed” — David Ackerman
Pastoral Prayer and the Prayer of Our Savior

Our Offering: Lancaster Theological Seminary
https://www.lancasterseminary.edu/give/



https://www.lancasterseminary.edu/give/

*Closing Hymn: “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” - #282 NCH

Every Time I Feel the Spirit

2 Sam. 22:9; Ps. 18:8 African-American spiritual
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Among the thousands of spirituals that exist today are songs of Tune: African-American spiritual
gladness and songs of sorrow. This well-known spiritual is a song Arr. Joyce Finch Johnson, 1992

of joy, captured not only in the words, but in the lively rhythms.
*Benediction

*Those who are present and comfortably able, please rise.



